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Year in
review2014

K
anSaS cIty, Kan. — ev-
ery pope makes news, but 
Pope Francis dominated 
headlines this year in a 
way few religious lead-
ers have in recent years. 
a new phrase was even 
coined for the occasion: 

the “Francis effect.”
this was the year Pope Francis took charge: 

shaking up the curia, reforming vatican fi-
nances, removing bishops, holding the ex-

traordinary Synod of the Bishops on the fam-
ily, and more.

 In the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kan-
sas, the “Francis effect” was felt as well. But 
his call to carry the Gospel message to the 
peripheries, the review of the year clearly 
shows, found the local church already “been 
there, doing that.”

there was no one, dramatic thing that set 
a theme for the year on the archdiocesan lev-
el. rather, life in the archdiocese consisted of 
many small events which, when assembled 

formed the edifice of catholic life in north-
eastern Kansas.

the year for the archdiocese was filled with 
many annual events, anniversaries, dedica-
tions, ordinations, personal milestones and 
pastoral activities.

So, before we close the book on this year of 
the “Francis effect,” let us take one last look 
back at the events and people that affected our 
lives as the church of northeast Kansas in 2014.

— By Joe Bollig

JAnuARy
• ReachKCK, the new youth ministry in-

augurated Dec. 30 at Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Kansas city, Kansas, began its 
first full month of ministry under the lead-
ership of liz miller, archdiocesan urban 
youth outreach coordinator.

• Marysville Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 1777 sponsored trail life uSa unit KS-
0007 and american heritage Girls troop 
KS-0007. tluSa KS-0007 is the first trail 
life uSa troop in Kansas, as well as the 
first catholic-sponsored troop in the state.

• Teens at Sacred Heart Parish in Empo-
ria gathered at the parish on jan. 4 for the 
re-new year heart retreat.

• Members of state government attend-
ed the annual topeka red mass on jan. 16 
at mater Dei Parish-assumption church, 
with archbishop joseph F. naumann as 
main celebrant and homilist.

• The Catholic Charities annual Snow 

Ball benefit, held on jan. 18, raised more 
than $2 million.

• Eight busloads of students from Bene-
dictine college in atchison were honored 
to lead the annual march for life on jan. 22 
in Washington, D.c. more than 600 people 
from the archdiocese also attended. mean-
while, approximately 1,500 persons gath-
ered at the capitol in topeka on jan. 22.

• Welcome Central, the ecumenical 
christian social service clearinghouse in 
leavenworth, opened on jan. 27.

• St. Michael School in Axtell celebrat-
ed its 125th anniversary on jan. 28. the 
celebration included sewing a community 
quilt.

• The annual Support Our Seminarians 
benefit was held on jan. 31 at the Down-
town marriott hotel in Kansas city, mis-
souri. Funds raised supported the semi-
narians of the archdiocese of Kansas city 
in Kansas and the Diocese of Kansas city-
St. joseph.

‘Francis effect’ felt in the archdiocese

fEbRuARy
• Archbishop Naumann was the main 

celebrant and homilist at a mass on 
Feb. 2 at the St. lawrence 
catholic campus center in 
lawrence at which Karen 
lombardi became the first 
consecrated virgin in the 
history of the archdiocese.

• More than 200 stu-
dents attended the Kansas 
catholic college Student 
convention Feb. 7–9 at the 
capital Plaza hotel in tope-
ka.

• The St. Gianna Physi-
cian’s Guild, jointly spon-
sored by the archdiocese of 
Kansas city in Kansas and the Diocese 
of Kansas city-St. joseph, held “answer 

your call in the new evangelization,” a 
retreat on Feb. 8–9 for catholic physi-
cians at Savior Pastoral center in Kansas 
city, Kansas.

• The Christian Foundation 
for children and aging adopted 
a new name: unbound.

• Bishop Robert Finn was 
the main celebrant at the an-
nual White mass for medical 
professionals on Feb. 15 at our 
lady of Good counsel church 
in Kansas city, missouri. the 
mass was jointly sponsored by 
the archdiocese of Kansas city 
in Kansas and the Diocese of 
Kansas city-St.joseph.

• Father Leo Cooper, 96, 
who served the archdiocese 

as a priest for 71 years, died on Feb. 21 at 
villa St. Francis in olathe.

Archbishop naumann, with assistance from seminarian Evan Tinker, blessed each room of                
ReachKCK (blessed Sacrament campus). He is pictured above in the music room. MARCH

• The annual Men Under Construc-
tion retreat, held march 8 at ascension 
Parish in overland Park, drew more than 
1,000 men.  

• Archbishop Naumann blessed the 
new parish hall of St. mary Parish in 
hartford on march 8.

• The Catholic bishops of Kansas 
joined clergy of other christian ecclesial 
communities to sign a statement urging 
protections for religious freedom before 
same-sex marriage became law.

• The Runnin’ Revs vanquished the 
Serra club all Stars 64-57 in the annual 
runnin’ revs Basketball Game, held april 
28 at hayden high School in topeka.

• Topeka parishes collaborated to 
sponsor a series of fundraising 5K races 
— la tour de Parish — beginning with a 
race on march 15.

• Villa St. Francis in Olathe, part of 
the catholic Benefits organization, filed 
a class action lawsuit on march 12 in 
the u.S. District court for the Western 
District of oklahoma. the organization 

sought a preliminary injunction against 
the contraceptive mandate of the af-
fordable care act.

• Seminarian Joe Heschmeyer was 
named one of the Fellowship of catholic 
university Students’ 30 young catholics 
under age 30 making a difference.

• The Knights of Malta sponsored the 
18th annual healing mass on march 29 
at curé of ars Parish in leawood.

>> continued on page 4

father Leo Cooper

Men from all over the archdiocese listen to 
speakers at the annual Men under Construc-
tion event March 8 at Church of the Ascen-
sion in Overland Park.

During the 
last week 
of Advent, 

our vocation office 
offered a retreat for 
young men who are 
considering a priest-
ly vocation. 

Most of our seminarians 
assist with the retreat. For 
the past several years, I have 
Mass with our seminarians 
and those making the 
retreat at the cathedral. We 
then go to the chapel of 
the provincial house of the 
Sisters, Servants of Mary, 
Ministers to the Sick for a 
Holy Hour and adoration. 
Afterwards, the Sisters, 
Servants always provide a 
wonderful lunch. 

After the Holy Hour, I 
was thanking Sister Blanca, 
who served as our sacristan, 
for her hospitality. I thanked 
her even more for all that 
she and the other Sisters, 
Servants do to assist families 
in their care for a loved one 
who is very sick, often near 
death. 

Sister Blanca responded 
by acknowledging the 
blessings she and the other 
Sisters receive by caring for 
those approaching death. 
She said: “It reminds us 
every day about what is 
truly important. At the end, 
nothing matters but the 
person and God, the person 
and their relationship with 
God. The amount of money 
in their bank account, 
their fame or prestige in 
the community, even their 
relationship with their family 
and friends, in the end, none 

of this matters. What matters 
is the person and God. What 
matters is their friendship 
with Jesus, their friendship 
with God. This reminds us 
what is important for us. 
This is a great blessing for 
us.”

I thought of her words 
a few days later as I was 
calling the Sisters, Servants 
of Mary from the emergency 
room of St. Joseph Hospital. 
My mother experienced a 
mini-stroke while visiting me 
over the Christmas holidays. 
She had some numbness and 
weakness on the right side 
of her body along with some 
balance issues. Mom had 
fallen a couple times earlier 
in the day. 

I was not certain if the 
hospital was going to keep 
my mother overnight. The 
emergency room team 
had determined that my 
mom had an infection 
that could explain most 
of the symptoms she was 
exhibiting. I was not very 
confident of my competency 
to care for my mother at my 
residence.

I asked Mother Carmela, 
the provincial, and Mother 
Alicia, the local superior, if 
there was a Sisters, Servant 
of Mary available to spend 
the night with Mom if the 
hospital discharged her into 
my care. They responded 

by graciously sending Sister 
Alicia to the hospital who 
would stay the night with 
my mother whether she 
remained in the hospital or 
went home with me.

My mother spent one 
night in the hospital and then 
two nights at my residence 
before I took her back 
to St. Louis the day after 
Christmas. For those three 
days, my mother had Sister 
Alicia at her side throughout 
the night to assist her with 
whatever she needed. 

It is impossible to express 
adequately my gratitude 
to the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary for their kindness to 
my mother. Sister Alicia had 
a joyful confidence about 
her that was reassuring 
both to my mother and me. 
Sister Alicia turned a very 
frightening situation for my 
mother into a moment of 
grace and hope. 

My mother realized 
she was not able to go 
back to her independent 
living apartment when she 
returned to St. Louis. I called 
Sister Christine Crowder, 
FSGM, the administrator of 
Mother of Good Counsel 
Home, a skilled nursing 
facility in St. Louis operated 
by the Franciscan Sisters of 
the Martyr St. George, to ask 
if they could accommodate 
my mother.

My grandmother had been 
a resident and my mother a 
volunteer at Mother of Good 
Counsel Home. My mother 
had twice previously — for 
short periods of time — 
resided at Mother of Good 
Counsel while receiving 
physical therapy. Sister 
Christine assured me that 
they would be happy to 
welcome my mother. Mom is 
doing well with her therapy 
and is determined to regain 
her strength so that she can 
return to her independent 
living apartment.

This was a quite different 
Christmas season than the 
one I had envisioned. It 
gave me new reasons to be 
grateful for the birth of Jesus 
in Bethlehem and for Jesus 
giving birth to his church. I 
am so grateful to be Catholic.

So many people had been 
incredibly kind and helpful 
to me and my mother. My 
doctor had come to the 
emergency room to see my 
mother and visited her the 
next day in the hospital. 
The entire staff of St. 
Joseph Hospital cared for 
my mother with skill and 
compassion. My mother’s 
doctor in St. Louis came to 
examine her at Mother of 
Good Counsel. Many, many 
people were praying for my 
mother during these days.

Most of all, I was grateful 
to the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary and the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Martyr St. 
George for the amazing 
care they provided to 
my mother. It gave me a 
renewed gratitude for the 
gift that the consecrated life 
is to the church and world. 
During this year, when the 
entire church is praying for 
all those religious men and 
women who are living the 
consecrated life, I was given 
this very real illustration 
of the difference religious 
Sisters make in the life of the 
church.

I encourage you to pray 
for and to promote vocations 
to the consecrated life. The 
Sisters, Servants of Mary 
care for all of their patients 
with the same skill and love 
Sister Alicia provided to my 
mother. The only problem 
is that there are not enough 
Sisters, Servants of Mary to 
assist all the families who 
need their help. It is not just 
the excellent clinical care 
they provide, but it is the 
faith, hope and love they 
bring to the families they 
serve.

If you are a young woman, 
who wants to serve the Lord 
and to make a difference 
in the world, consider a 
vocation to the consecrated 
life. We need many more 
Sisters, Servants of Mary, 
Franciscan Sisters of the 
Martyr St. George, Sisters 
of Charity of Leavenworth, 
Little Sisters of the Lamb, 
Fraternity of the Poor of 
Jesus Christ, Benedictine 
Sisters of Mount St. 
Scholastica, Apostles of the 

Interior Life, etc. 
Thérèse of Lisieux, the 

great Carmelite saint, once 
described her vocation as 
being “love in the heart of 
the church.” Jesus and his 
church today need many 
young women who aspire to 
be “love in the heart of the 
church.”        
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LifE wiLL bE viCTORiOuS

archbishop 
JoSePH F. NAuMANN

calenDar

ARCHbiSHOP
nAuMAnn
jan.  13 
“Shepherd’s voice” record-
ing

vespers and dinner with 
recently ordained priests

jan.  14 
Priests Personnel meeting

administrative team meet-
ing

open house for permanent 
deacons, diaconate candi-
dates and spouses 
 
jan.  15 
religious alliance against 
Pornography conference 
call 

jan.  15-16 
Kansas catholic conference 
— topeka

jan.  16 
Spiritual mentorship mass 
and dinner

jan.  17 
Pastoral visit — holy cross, 
overland Park

jan.  18 
Spiritual mentorship con-
cluding mass

Baptism of third or more 
children — assumption, 
topeka

Dinner — nativity house

ARCHbiSHOP
KELEHER
jan.  10-11
mass — St. Sebastian, 
Florida

jan.  17
mass — St. Sebastian, 
Florida

Mother’s illness renewed son’s appreciation of consecrated life

Archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

to show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, archbishop joseph F. naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. For 2015, celebrations 
are scheduled for jan. 18, march 15, and may 17. Please contact your 
parish office for more information. additional information is also avail-
able from the archdiocesan office for liturgy and sacramental life at 
(913) 647-0330 or online at: liturgy@archkck.org.

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

TOUCH OF HEAVEN
Catholic Store

119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS
(785) 232-2543

Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon



LocaL news    5JANuARy 9, 2015   |   THeLeAveN.CoM

dECEMbER
• The Catholic Fine Arts Council of the 

catholic Foundation of northeast Kansas 
and the cathedral of St. Peter hosted the “St. 
nicholas Festival of lessons and carols,” with 
the polyphonic choir Sursum corda, on Dec. 5 
at the cathedral.

• The archdiocesan Digital Media Center 
launched a new digital media app to access 
online catholic content.

• The Apostles of the Interior Life and the 
School of Faith began recruitment of the sec-
ond cohort of people entering the Spiritual 
mentorship Program.

• Archbishop Naumann and Bishop Robert 
Finn of the Diocese of Kansas city-St. joseph 
blessed the KeXS am 1190 radio station and 
tower on Dec. 11.

• Archbishop Naumann on Dec. 15 blessed 
the new crucifix at the church of the ascen-
sion in overland Park.
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MAy
• Archbishop Naumann ordained Bishop 

carl a. Kemme as the 11th bishop of the Dio-
cese of Wichita on may 1 at the cathedral of 
the Immaculate conception in Wichita.

• Archbishop Naumann was the main cel-
ebrant and homilist at the 100th anniversary 
celebration on may 11 of St. joseph church in 
Wathena.

• Archbishop Naumann ordained five tran-
sitional deacons on may 17 at curé of ars Par-
ish in leawood: Deacon Gerard alba, Deacon 
jonathan Dizon, Deacon Dan morris, Deacon 
matthew nagle and Deacon Daniel Stover.

• On May 25 at Prince of Peace Parish in 
olathe, archbishop naumann ordained Father 
anthony Saiki, Father adam Wilczak and Fa-
ther jaime Zarse to the priesthood.

• Archbishop Naumann formed on May 28 
a 14-member ethics advisory council to pro-
vide expert advice to him in the area of ethics, 
especially medical ethics.

JunE
• Villa St. Francis, part of the Catho-

lic Benefits organization, won on june 
4 an injunction against being 
forced to comply with the 
contraception mandate of 
the affordable care act.

• Archdiocesan Junior 
Knights and junior Daugh-
ters of the Knights of Peter 
claver and ladies auxiliaries 
won offices and honors at the 
organization’s central States 
District junior conference, 
held in St. louis june 13-15.

 • Archbishop Naumann 
celebrated mass and dedicat-
ed a new grotto at Sts. Peter and Paul 

Parish cemetery in Seneca on june 14.
• Archbishop Naumann presided at 

the mass and dedication of a new per-
manent, detached altar on june 15 at 

mater Dei Parish-assump-
tion church in topeka.

• The Leaven brought 
home a total of 16 nation-
al press awards from the 
catholic media convention 
on june 18-20 in charlotte, 
north carolina. the paper 
won four first-place awards, 
three second-place awards, 
three third-place awards 
and five honorable men-
tions.

• The archdiocese host-
ed a Digital media conference to teach 

those working in church ministry how 
to effectively use social media on june 
19 at Savior Pastoral center in Kansas 
city, Kansas.

• Archbishop Naumann blessed the 
newly launched radio levantate catol-
ico Internet radio station on june 19 at 
our lady of unity Parish in Kansas city, 
Kansas. 

• A Requiem Mass for Father Ken-
neth Walker, FSSP, 28, was celebrated 
on june 20 at Sacred heart Parish in 
Paxico. Father Walker was murdered at 
his Phoenix parish.

• Msgr. Stuart Swetland, a priest of 
the Diocese of Peoria, Illinois, was ap-
pointed the seventh president of Don-
nelly college in Kansas city, Kansas. he 
began his administration on july 1. 

On May 25 at Prince of Peace Parish in Olathe,  dea-
cons Adam wilczak, Jaime Zarse, and Anthony Saiki 
were ordained to the priesthood.

Msgr. Stuart Swetland

JuLy
• The last archdioc-

esan-sponsored prayer 
vigil at the aid for 
Women abortion clinic 
in Kansas city, Kansas, 
ended when the facility 
unexpectedly closed on 
july 26.

• The priests of the 
archdiocese of Kansas 
city in Kansas fell to 
the priests of the Di-
ocese of Kansas city-
St. joseph 27-25 at the 
first Pitching for Priests 
softball game june 14 
at community america 
Ballpark in Kansas city, 
Kansas.

• Archbishop Nau-
mann blessed and ded-
icated on july 27 an 
expansion and improve-
ments to St. Philip neri 
Parish in osawatomie.

father Anthony Ouellette has a priest from the diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph caught in a rundown between 
home and third at the first Pitching for Priests softball game June 14 at Community America ballpark.

APRiL
• Archbishop Naumann blessed and dedicated a new 

19,600-square-foot Family Formation center on april 5 at 
mother teresa of calcutta Parish in topeka.

• Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and American Heritage Girls filled 
St. Peter cathedral in Kansas city, Kansas, for the annual Scout-
ing mass on april 6.

• Archbishop Naumann presided at a groundbreaking and 
blessing on april 11 for a new $3.8 million parish center at Di-
vine mercy Parish in Gardner.

• Archdiocesan seminarians Luke Doyle and Agustin Mar-
tinez witnessed the canonizations of Sts. Pope john XXIII and 
Pope john Paul II on april 27 in rome.

Archbishop Joseph f. naumann blesses the new parish center at divine Mercy Parish in Gardner.

AuGuST
• Sister Judith Sutera, OSB, published 

“the vinedresser’s notebook,” a book of 
spiritual reflections using the allegory of 
viticulture. 

• Archbishop Naumann and seminari-
ans went on their annual pilgrimage aug. 
4-8 to new mexico.

• Bishop Lucius Hre Kung, of the Dio-
cese of hakha in myanmar (Burma), visit-
ed ethnic chin catholics aug. 10 to Sept. 
1 at St. Patrick Parish in Kansas city, Kan-
sas.

• Father Brian Lawless, the Dublin- 
based vice postulator for the cause of 
matt talbot, visited the Patrick and Shan-
non Watkins family aug. 11 to investigate 
an unexplained cure of their son talbot.

• Ken Williams, president/CEO of Cath-
olic charities of northeast Kansas, cut the 
ribbon at the grand opening of its new 
hope Distribution center and food pantry, 
located in Kansas city, Kansas, on aug. 14.

• The Kelly Youth Rally, held Aug. 16 in 
rural nemaha county, drew about 1,000 
youth.

• Father Gianantonio Baggio, CS, suc-
ceeded Father livio Stella, cS, as animator 
of archdiocesan hispanic ministry.

SEPTEMbER
• The Serra Club of 

Kansas city, Kansas, 
launched its new web-
site.

• Fred Fosnacht, 
founder and ceo of my 
catholicvoice, led the 
“Forming Digital Disci-
ples: using new media to 
create a true encounter 
with christ” event Sept. 
9 at Savior Pastoral cen-
ter in Kansas city, Kan-
sas.

• Archbishop Nau-
mann presided over the 
groundbreaking and 
blessing on Sept. 14 for a 
new church for holy Fam-
ily Parish in eudora.

• Sister Susan Pryor, 
Scl, who was in charge 
of the archiepiscopal res-
idence for 20 years and 
served two archbishops, 
retired from her duties. 

• For the first time, the 
four catholic bishops of 
Kansas shared election- 
year reflections in a video 
format that people could 
access via a variety of 
electronic devices.

• Andy Tylicki, presi-
dent of St. james acade-
my in lenexa, announced 
during a Sept. 15 assem-
bly that the high school 
was named by the car-
dinal newman Society 
as one of 71 Schools of 
excellence.

• Members of St. John 
the Baptist Parish in 
Greeley completed their 
121-panel all-parish quilt, 
which was raffled at the 
annual bazaar on Sept. 
28. 

• Archbishop Nau-
mann joined pastor Fa-
ther tom Dolezal and 
members of Sacred 
heart Parish in empo-
ria for a blessing and 
groundbreaking of a 
handicap-accessible foy-
er and eucharistic ado-
ration chapel, as well as 
new rectory, on Sept. 28.

nearly 1,000 youth attended the 17th annual Kelly 
youth Rally on Aug. 16. The day featured music, guest 
speakers, a painting performance by Mike debus, as 
well as Mass with Archbishop naumann.

OCTObER
• Archbishop Naumann led an 11-day pil-

grimage to the marian shrines of europe, 
sponsored by the catholic Foundation of 
northeast Kansas, oct. 7-17. the pilgrimage 
was to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
cFneK.

• Benedictine College in Atchison offered 
the “Wisdom of the ages” exhibit of docu-
ments from oct. 13-19 and nov. 8-14.

• Carmelites from across the nation and 
overseas, as well as archdiocesan catholics, 
gathered in leavenworth for a sesquicenten-
nial symposium celebrating the establish-

ment of the first male carmelite foundation 
in north america, oct. 23-25.

• Bridget and John Murphy, members of 
the church of the nativity Parish in leawood, 
were named “angels among us” during the 
catholic education Foundation’s Gaudeamus 
event on oct. 25. a record $1 million was 
raised.

• The archdiocesan office of the perma-
nent diaconate offered a series of informa-
tion nights to recruit a new cohort of candi-
dates in october and november.

• The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kansas 
city sponsored a red mass on oct. 30 at the 
church of the ascension in overland Park.

Archbishop Joseph f. naumann greets, counterclockwise from his right, Prior General father fernando Millan 
from Rome, and brother Guenter benker and father Tobias Kraus from Germany, as father McEvoy looks on.

nOvEMbER
• Archbishop Naumann was the main cele-

brant at a mass on nov. 1 to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the founding of our lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in topeka.

• Archbishop Naumann presided at a bless-
ing and groundbreaking of a $2.8 million addi-
tion on nov. 2 at St. Bernard Parish in Wamego. 
the 21,341-square-foot structure will house 
parish offices, a hall, classrooms, meeting 
rooms, a youth room and a kitchen.

• The archdiocese made a massive effort to 
give all catholics the opportunity to make the 
marian consecration to jesus through mary by 
undertaking the “33 Days to morning Glory” re-
treat nov. 5-Dec. 8, based on the book by Father 
michael Gaitley.

• “Defending Families in a Digital World,” a 
training on the pervasive phenomena of digital 
and Internet pornography, was held nov. 14 at 
Savior Pastoral center in Kansas city, Kansas.

• Father Gerard Alba was ordained by Arch-
bishop naumann at St. Peter cathedral on nov. 
15. his was the fourth priestly ordination this 
year for the archdiocese.

• Archbishop Naumann, joined by Archbish-
op emeritus james P. Keleher, celebrated a 
mass on nov. 18 at St. mary-St. anthony Parish 
in Kansas city, Kansas, in thanksgiving for the 
25th anniversary of the founding of the Duch-
esne clinic.

• The Little Sisters of the Community of the 
lamb were presented with the St. rose Phil-
ippine Duchesne award on nov. 23 at Sacred 
heart church in mound city.

• Curé of Ars Church underwent a $4.5 mil-
lion renovation.

• St. Matthew School in Topeka was named 
this year’s “School of excellence” by the catho-
lic education Foundation. 

The presbyterate impose their hands on father Ge-
rard Alba at his ordination Mass on nov. 15 at the 
Cathedral of St. Peter in Kansas City, Kansas. 



By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WA S H I N G -
TON (CNS) 
— During the 
second year of 
his pontificate, 

Pope Francis was still feeling the 
love, and not just from Catholics 
or those from his homeland of Ar-
gentina.

A Pew Research Center study 
released Dec. 11 showed that the 
pope has broad support across 
much of the world. Sixty percent 
of the 43 nations polled had a pos-
itive view of the pontiff.

And Americans, in particular, 
have shown their fondness for 
Pope Francis, often extolling his 
simplistic style. According to the 
Pew study, 78 percent of Ameri-
cans view the pope favorably.

Put another way: Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, who just completed his first 
year as president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, said 
the pope has “taken the world by 
storm.”

He recently told Catholic News 
Service that 2014 brought world-
wide attention to almost every-
thing Pope Francis said and did 
— which “in so many ways,” he 
said, made the U.S. bishops’ work 
easier.

And the bishops were not the 
only ones to recognize the pope’s 
appeal.

The pontiff, who was on the 
cover of many magazines in 2013, 
still had the coveted cover spot — 
not usually reserved for religious 
leaders — on Rolling Stone maga-
zine this February.

He was also the topic of a 
number of books issued this year 
and innumerable Catholic dis-
cussions either during coffee and 
doughnut socials after Masses or 
larger-scale symposiums at Cath-
olic universities.

During a Feb. 3 talk on the 
“Francis factor” at Georgetown 
University, panelists used descrip-
tors such as “troublemaker” and 
“anti-establishment” in their dis-
cussion about Pope Francis. They 
also commended his strong lead-
ership and management style and 
of course, his popularity.

Kerry Robinson, executive di-
rector of the National Leadership 
Roundtable on Church Manage-
ment, said the pope’s strongest ac-
tion so far had been urging people 
to personal conversion.

The conversion he seeks in the 
world, she said, “starts now, with 
us.”

At the same gathering, host-
ed by Georgetown’s Initiative 
on Catholic Social Thought and 
Public Life, John Allen, associate 
editor at the Boston Globe, said 
there are likely some cardinals 
who might say the pope has done 
things that make them nervous, 
but they would still no doubt ap-
preciate his overall appeal.

One catch, so far with the 

pope’s popularity, is that it has not, 
as of yet in the U.S., drawn more 
people, or those who have left the 
church, back to Mass or the sacra-
ments in measurable numbers, ac-
cording to a Pew Research Center 
poll earlier this year.

Some observers have said the 
pope’s impact shouldn’t be mea-
sured in returning Catholics, but 
in the restored image of the Cath-
olic Church and the number of 
Catholics who feel proud of their 
faith again thanks to Pope Francis.

Eileen Burke-Sullivan, associate 
theology professor at Creighton 
University in Omaha, Nebraska, 
told CNS in March that in visits 
to various parishes in the coun-

try, she heard numerous stories of 
parents’ grown children who have 
been inspired by the example of 
the pope and want to come back 
to the church.

She also said parishes should be 
prepared for these returning Cath-
olics and be sure they are ready to 
serve as “field hospitals” welcom-
ing all, as the pope has said they 
must do.

This fall, the pope had a lot of 
eyes on him during the extraor-
dinary Synod of Bishops on the 
family at the Vatican. The pope 
opened the first working session, 
but never expressed his views 
during the gathering.

At the synod’s end, many news 
outlets said the final report was a 
“setback” or “loss” for the pope, 
because it did not include the 
midterm’s conciliatory language 
toward people with ways of life 
contrary to church teaching, or re-
flect the theme of mercy, the pope 
so often articulates.

German Cardinal Walter 
Kasper, who gained attention 
during the synod for his proposal 
to make it easier for divorced and 
civilly remarried Catholics to re-
ceive Communion, told an 
audience at The Catholic 
University of America in 
Washington in early No-
vember that Pope Francis 
is “a pope of surprises.”

In using words that al-
most sound like something 
the pope would say, the 
German cardinal said Pope 
Francis has “succeeded in 
a short time in brightening 
up the gloomy atmosphere 
that had settled like mil-
dew on the church.”

He also acknowledged 
that the pope has his de-
tractors, saying: “What for 
some is the beginning of a 
new spring, is for others a 
temporary cold spell.”

The cardinal said the 
pope doesn’t “repre-
sent a traditionalist or a                

progressive scheme,” but instead 
“wants to lead faith and morality 
back to their original center,” to 
the heart of the Gospels.

That’s a recurring theme of 
Pope Francis and for many it was 
echoed in the pope’s appointment 
this fall of Archbishop Blase J. 
Cupich as the new archbishop of 
Chicago.

The archbishop’s simple and 
very pastoral style has often been 
compared to Pope Francis.

When he was asked why he was 
given this new position, the arch-
bishop has repeatedly told report-
ers that the pope “sent a pastor.”

He also referred to the pope’s 
remarks at the synod’s opening 

session when he said he sees his 
role as guaranteeing unity in the 
church. Archbishop Cupich told 
CNS that in many ways a bishop 
has that same responsibility: “to 
make sure that we walk together, 
to accompany each other.”

And certainly many Catholics 
will accompany each other next 
fall when Pope Francis will make 
his first visit to the United States 
to attend the World Meeting of 
Families in Philadelphia in late 
September.

Plans call for the pope 
to attend the Festival of 
Families Sept. 26 — a 
cultural celebration 
expected to draw up 
to 800,000 partici-
pants — and to cel-
ebrate Sunday Mass 

the afternoon of Sept. 27 on the 
steps of the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art for a crowd of about 1 mil-
lion people.

Donna Crilley Farrell, exec-
utive director of the 2015 World 
Meeting of Families, said numbers 
for the gathering are expected to 
grow each day and could reach 
close to 2 million people.

Other details of the U.S. trip 
have not been announced, but this 
summer Pope Francis told report-
ers that President Barack Obama 
and the U.S. Congress had invited 
him to Washington and that the 
U.N. secretary-general had invited 
him to New York.

Other cities that have put 
in “bids” for the pope to visit, 
through letter-writing campaigns 
or personal pleas from civil and 
church leaders include: Birming-
ham, Alabama; Boston; Buffalo, 
New York; Chicago; Dallas; De-
troit; El Paso, Texas; Green Bay, 
Wisconsin; St. Augustine, Florida; 
and Tucson, Arizona.

Carol Carey, superintendent of 
secondary schools of the Philadel-
phia Archdiocese, thinks young 
people will be drawn to see the 
pope because his “sincerity and 
love has taken hold among young 
people” and “the Francis effect is 
powerful for many young Catho-
lics.”

Eustace Mita, a member of the 
World Meeting of Families’ board 
of directors, similarly believes the 
pope’s visit will make an impact, 

saying it will be felt for de-
cades in the Philadelphia 

region.
“He truly is the pope 

of unity, bringing Cath-
olics and non-Catho-
lics together,” she said.

pope francis 
he continues to take ‘the world by storm’

“HE TRuLy iS THE POPE Of 
uniTy, bRinGinG CATHOLiCS 
And nOn-CATHOLiCS TOGETHER”
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BUCYRUS — Unlike many 
heartwarming Christmas 
stories, the tale Queen of the 
Holy Rosary Parish here has 

to tell for 2014 did not have a happy 
ending.

“The Grinch that stole Christmas 
certainly came true for us,” said Fa-
ther Larry Albertson, pastor of the 
parish.

Father Albertson had the grim task 
of sharing with his congregation Dec. 
27-28 that someone had taken all five 
of the Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day collections from the safe in the 
sacristy sometime before 9 a.m. on 
Dec. 27.

That’s when the money counters 
went to the church to process the col-
lection, which had been placed in en-
velopes, sealed into bags and locked 
in the safe following the Masses.

The money had not yet been 
counted, but the parish estimated the 
amount at $15,000, which included 
not only contributions to the parish’s 
general fund, but also a Christmas 
collection for Catholic Charities.

“Somebody knew where the key 
to the safe was and unlocked it and 
cleaned the safe out,” said Father Al-
bertson.

The safe was designed to be fire-
proof, he said, and it was one that had 
a key instead of a combination.

A detail that struck him is that 
whoever got into the safe also put the 
key away.

“I have an announcement I’d give 
anything if I didn’t have to make,” he 
told his congregation at the end of his 
homilies that weekend.

“I think you could have heard a 
pin drop after I made the announce-
ment,” he said. “They just couldn’t 
believe it.”

The parish was formed in 1869, and 
has a “wonderful country setting” 
with a school that runs from pre-
school through eighth grade, he said.

The parish reported the case to the 
Miami County Sheriff’s Office, which 
is investigating.

No arrest had been made as of Jan. 
6 when this paper went to print, and 
Wayne Minckley, undersheriff with 
the Miami County Sheriff’s Office, 
expected this to be a lengthy investi-
gation.

“This is a very large sum of mon-
ey,” he said.

Parishioners who had written 
checks were advised to cancel them 
and to notify their banks if they knew 
which check would have been in the 
offering.

Their banks should notify the Mi-
ami County Sheriff’s Office if anyone 
tried to cash those particular checks, 
said Minckley.

The parish hoped to recoup as 
much of the loss as possible, in part 
through reissued checks.

Looking to the future, the parish is 
implementing changes, such as hav-
ing a safe with a combination that can 
be changed and allowing only very 
limited access to the combination in-
formation.

People have been very supportive, 
said Father Albertson, and the situa-
tion didn’t shake his faith. The focus 
now is to be thankful for what they 
have, he said.

Anyone with information about 
the case is encouraged to report it 
to law enforcement. Tips may be 
made anonymously to Miami County 
Crime Stoppers by calling (913) 294-
TIPS (8477).

“And if someone is feeling bad 
about what they did or they know a 
family member or a friend that did 
this,” added Minckley, “I assume [the 
church would] be happy to take back 
whatever was taken. It’s never too 
late to make it right.”

‘Grinch’ steals from Bucyrus parish

Keeping collections safe
While no one likes to think of a 

church becoming the victim of any 
crime, it can and does happen.

the archdiocese of Kansas city in 
Kansas provides guidelines for and as-
sistance with establishing best finan-
cial practices in the parishes. among 
the recommendations archdiocesan 
leaders make to parishes to keep their 
collections as secure as possible are:

• Immediately after each Mass (pro-
vided the offertory collection is placed 
at the altar during mass; otherwise, 
immediately upon collection), two sep-
arate and unrelated individuals should 
place the collection in a numbered, 
tamper-evident bag that has already 
been marked with information, includ-
ing the date and time of the mass. the 
bag’s information should also have been 
reported in a log. a separate bag should 

be used for each mass, recommended 
mike horn, archdiocesan internal audi-
tor. although the tamper-evident bags 
wouldn’t help if the bags were stolen, 
the system works to eliminate skim-
ming.

• If not counted and taken to the 
bank right away, the money should be 
placed in the parish’s safe or other se-
cure storage device. “We recommend 
that safes have combinations as op-
posed to a key,” said horn. “In addition 
to having a combination safe, you want 
to have a list of all the people who have 
access to that safe. and then, to take 
it a step further: anytime there is turn-
over that involves any of those people 
who has access to that safe, the com-
bination should be changed.” that ap-
plies even when the priest has been 
reassigned.

• In addition to limiting access to 
the combination and keeping the safe 

in a secure location, “the key is getting 
it in the bank immediately,” said carla 
mills, archdiocesan chief financial offi-
cer. money should be counted as soon 
as possible and the collection taken to 
the bank, she said. that means when 
possible, deposits should be made on 
Sunday using a bank’s night deposit, ac-
cording to the archdiocesan best prac-
tice guide.

• No one should ever possess or 
count an offertory collection alone at 
any point. Parish staff should also not 
be involved in the counting.

• Count teams should count money 
using a separate sheet for each mass.

• Each check should be restrictively 
endorsed as soon as possible with the 
parish’s information for deposit only.

• When the money is deposited, 
the deposit slip and the count sheets 
should be confirmed to report match-
ing amounts. 

An estimated $15,000 was stolen from Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish in bucyrus — the sum 
of the Christmas Eve and Christmas day collections.

Alvin g. and Barbara (Willmeth) 
Wood, members 
of St. Benedict 
Parish, atchison,  
celebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
jan. 2. they were 
married on jan. 
2, 1965, at St. 
john the Baptist 
church, Doniph-
an. their chil-
dren are: theresa 

root, atchison; and marietta reynolds, 
St. joseph, missouri. they also have four 
grandchildren. a reception was held in 
their honor on jan. 3.

Daniel and Carol (lackey) Breneiser, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Bene-
dict Parish, 
a t c h i s o n , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on jan. 2. 
the couple 

was married on jan. 2, 1965, at St. joseph 
church, atchison, by Father Steven Burns. 
their children are: carrie Breneiser, Bo-
erne, texas; Dana adams, overland Park; 
and chris Breneiser, cummings. they 
also have five granddaughters and four 
great-grandchildren. they had a family 
celebration at a local restaurant.

nEw AnnivERSARy POLiCy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, or for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant period of time. 
Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (no spouses please)
• number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children; 
Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi. 
• If you would like your photo returned, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversa-
ries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 

Saint vincent’s Snowflake 
Streak set for Jan. 24

leavenWorth — Saint vincent clinic 
here recently announced that the second 
annual Snowflake Streak one-mile Walk 
will be held on jan. 24 — the “coldest day 
of the year.” 

the event, held at the riverfront com-
munity center, begins at 8 a.m. with 
check-in and concludes with a free pan-
cake breakfast for all registered walkers. 
non-walkers may eat for $6. there is no 
cost to join the walk.

last year, the Snowflake Streak raised 
more than $25,000. “our goal this year 
is to double the funds raised, number of 
teams and fun,” said amy Falk, executive 
director for the Saint vincent and Duch-
esne clinics. “We believe area businesses, 
schools, organizations and individual resi-
dents of leavenworth, lansing and nearby 
communities will rally together to help us 
meet this ambitious goal.”

For more information, call (913) 651-
8860 and ask for Debbie Sparks or visit 
the website at: www.SnowflakeStreak.org.



By Barb Fraze
Catholic News Service

The story of the Middle East 
in 2014 is one of war and 
displacement, broken fami-
lies and tireless aid workers, 
and the rise of a new group 

one scholar referred to as “al-Qaida on 
steroids.”

It’s a story of populations stretched 
to the limit, but still welcoming more 
refugees as neighbors. And it’s a tale of 
religious leaders calling for prayer, meet-
ing for dialogue and urging an end to the 
violence.

The continuing civil war in Syria cre-
ated what Antonio Guterres, the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees, called 
“the defining humanitarian challenge of 
our times.” His agency estimated in De-
cember that more than 3.3 million Syrian 
refugees lived in the neighboring coun-
tries of Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and 
Egypt.

UNHCR also estimated that, within 
Syria, 12.2 million people were in need 
— including 7.6 million people displaced 
from their homes. Of those displaced, 
half were children.

Amid the migration of Syrians to 
neighboring countries, a group calling 
itself the Islamic State began driving 
Christians, Yezidis and even Muslim 
minorities from parts of Syria and Iraq. 
The minorities told stories of the Islam-
ic State group cutting off electricity for 
weeks ahead of the main troops’ arrival. 
When the militants arrived, minorities 
were told to convert to Islam, pay a pro-
tection tax or be killed.

Mary Habeck, associate professor 
in strategic studies at Johns Hopkins 

School of Advanced International Stud-
ies in Washington, described the Islamic 
State, and its parent group, al-Qaida, as 
“merchants of violence” trying to “use Is-
lam for their own purposes.” The groups 
are “a very tiny group of extremists that 
have decided that they understand what 
Islam is, and they are going to force the 
rest of the Muslim-majority world in 
their direction.”

After capturing Mosul, Iraq, in June, 
the Islamic State group declared a ca-
liphate, or Islamic empire. Habeck said 
the group views itself as “the only legit-
imate government in the entire world.”

Faced with the choice of renouncing 
their faith or being killed, hundreds of 
thousands of Christians and other mi-
norities in Iraq’s Ninevah province fled 
Mosul to places like Qaraqosh. Later, as 
Islamic State fighters advanced, the mi-
norities fled again to cities like Irbil, Iraq, 
where they slept in churches or in tents 
in parks and on the streets. 

The mass migration of Syrians and 
Iraqis — combined with Palestinians 
left homeless after a 50-day Israeli incur-
sion into the Gaza Strip, created a huge 
challenge for international aid organiza-
tions, including those run by the Catho-
lic Church. Most refugees in the Middle 
East do not live in camps, but in local 
communities. This placed a strain on the 
host countries.

Church agencies focused on helping 
those communities. For instance, be-
tween August and early November, Car-
itas Jordan registered 4,000 Iraqis; the 
agency helped more who did not register.

Lebanon, a country 70 percent the 
size of Connecticut, has a population of 4 
million and hosted 1.5 million additional 
refugees.

Jordan, slightly smaller than Indiana, 
with a population of 6.5 million, recog-
nized 44 different nationalities as refu-
gees. From 1921 to 2011, Jordan had a $10 
billion deficit; since the Arab Spring be-
gan in 2011, it has picked up an additional 
$10 billion deficit. 

Although the Jordanian government 
welcomed those fleeing, for the past 

three years it said that 30 percent of any 
aid going to help Syrian refugees must 
help the host community. It set similar 
quotas when Iraqis began fleeing to Jor-
dan in 2003, at the start of the U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq.

Christian aid agencies tried to coordi-
nate their work, focusing on various as-
pects of aid: One agency might help with 

mattresses and personal items; another 
might help with education.

Church agencies also coordinated 
aid in Gaza after the Israeli-Hamas war 
left 2,000 Palestinians dead, thousands 
injured and more than 100,000 people 
homeless.

In July, the Catholic aid agencies met 
three times in as many days, planning for 

Gazans’ psychosocial and material needs.
“We are talking about a massive num-

ber of people who will be in need of help, 
and of at least 200,000 children who will 
need intervention,” Sami El-Yousef, re-
gional director of the Jerusalem office of 
the Catholic Near East Welfare Associa-
tion, told Catholic News Service in July.
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By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

The year 2014 brought 
potentially significant 
changes for millions of 
people who are in the 
United States illegally and 

either arrived here as minors or who 
have U.S. citizen or legal-resident chil-
dren.

Likewise, a smaller population of 
kids in Central America may benefit 
from a safer, legal way to reunite with 
their parents, in response to a surge 
in unaccompanied minors and fami-
lies with children who were making 
dangerous multi-country crossings to 
reach the U.S. border.

Those actions taken by the admin-
istration stirred a backlash among Re-
publicans. The House quickly passed 
a bill rebuking the administration for 
“overreach” and declaring the actions 
“null and void.”

For more than a decade, there was 
little progress to report in an annual 
look back at what had happened on ef-
forts to address the problems with hav-
ing more than 11 million people in the 
country who lack legal immigration 
status.

As 2014 drew to a close, permanent 
legislative fixes were still elusive, but 
nearly half of that population might 
soon be able to “come out of the shad-
ows,” as some put it, under enforce-
ment changes announced Nov. 20.

President Barack Obama that day 
announced steps he is taking admin-
istratively to use discretion in who is 
prosecuted and — at least temporarily 
— protect potentially millions of peo-
ple from deportation and give them 
documents allowing them to work le-
gally. 

One change will expand the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, or DACA, by ending an up-
per age limit and rolling forward the 
date by which an applicant must have 
arrived in the United States as a minor.

The bigger change will create a sim-
ilar program for potentially about 4 
million people who lack legal status, 
but whose children are U.S. citizens 
or legal residents. It will apply only to 

people who’ve been in the country for 
five years or longer and who pass back-
ground checks, register with the gov-
ernment and pay probably hundreds of 
dollars in fees.

The executive actions also include:
• Revised enforcement priorities 

for who will be deported, focusing on 
criminals and new arrivals, and avoid-
ing deporting longtime U.S. residents 
who have family here and lack criminal 
records.

• The expansion of provisional waiv-
ers that allow people to apply for legal-
ization without leaving the country.

• Broader definitions of who may 
qualify for certain waivers, known as 
“parole,” from immigration agency re-
quirements. Those will affect relatives 
of military personnel and some people 
with pending immigration cases who 
wish to leave the country for a short 
time.

• Streamlining visa procedures for 
foreign students and graduates of U.S. 
universities and other applicants for 
highly skilled jobs.

The actions riled Republicans, some 
of whom threatened to block approv-
al of spending bills or to impeach the 
president over what they said was an 
overreach of executive powers. The ad-
ministration responded by providing a 
phalanx of legal experts who said the 
actions were well within prosecutorial 
discretion and in fact echoed steps tak-
en by previous presidents.

Obama also challenged the Repub-
lican-dominated House to take up a 
comprehensive immigration reform 
bill passed by the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate nearly a year and a half 
earlier. Obama’s actions might affect 
about half the people in the country il-
legally and may be summarily reversed 
by a future president. But legislation 
could be broader-reaching and more 
permanent.

The only substantial immigra-
tion-related legislation the House has 
voted on in the last few years has been 
to try to stop DACA several times, and 
to do away with the Diversity Visa 
Program and use those visas to create 
more slots for people in the science, 
technology and engineering fields. The 
Senate did not take up those bills.

iMMigration 
2014 brought a chance for 

change for immigrants

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

When a Vatican official 
suggested that Pope 
Francis was contem-
plating an encyclical 
on the environment a 

year ago, he signaled that climate change 
and environmental degradation were 
such pressing concerns that the pope 
wanted to address them in a teaching 
document.

No word has emerged on what the 
encyclical might say or when it would 
appear in 2015, but references by officials 
at the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace have pointed to a document that 
Catholics can apply in everyday life.

Catholics working on environmental 
issues and climate change in the U.S. are 

eagerly awaiting the encyclical and have 
spent much of the last year preparing for 
it.

“There’s never been an encyclical just 
on the environment. It’s clear something 
like this is needed to move, especially 
policymakers, but even the church,” said 
Dan Misleh, executive director of the 
Catholic Climate Covenant.

“I’ve always said we need to recover 
ancient traditions that we’ve always had 
but we just forgot. About how we’re sup-
posed to care for creation. About how 
St. Francis said it’s all kin, we’re all con-
nected together somehow. ‘Brother Sun, 
Sister Moon,’” he said.

As anticipation builds for the encyc-
lical, Catholic voices have become more 
prevalent on environmental topics in 
parallel with President Barack Obama’s 
ambitious plans to tackle climate change 

during his final two years in office. From 
raising awareness about hydraulic frac-
turing practices to a daylong seminar on 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Clean Power Plan for reducing carbon 
emissions from coal-fired power plants, 
the work of Catholic clergy and laity 
have focused on the sacredness of cre-
ation and the importance of protecting 

human life and dignity.
Lonnie Ellis, associate director of the 

Catholic Climate Covenant, said the en-
cyclical will help extend the discussions 
beyond the science of climate change 
and the need for alternative energy 
sources to include the moral questions 
about how climate change affects the 
world’s poorest people.

“There’s not really been the assertion 
that we have a moral obligation to make 
something of this, whether it’s right or 
wrong,” Ellis said. “Whether we’re do-
ing wrong by our brothers and sisters 
around the world is not even part of the 
conversation.”

Alice Laffey, associate professor of 
religious studies at College of the Holy 
Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, is 
hopeful that the attention church lead-
ers place on the environment will create 
greater awareness of how personal con-
sumption habits in the developed world 
affect the most vulnerable people.

“It’s essential within the [Catholic] 
tradition that we respect creation,” she 
said.

“It’s the poorest and the animals and 
the plants that suffer,” she continued. 
“Whether it’s plants and animals that 
can’t defend themselves or the weakest 
people who can’t defend themselves, it’s 
still a problem.” 

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of 
Miami, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on Domestic Justice and 
Human Development, highlighted such 
moral concerns during a daylong work-
shop Oct. 20 in Washington.

The archbishop told the gathering 
that the church is concerned about pol-
lution and climate change because they 
adversely affect human life. Humans, he 
said, have been designated as co-cre-
ators by God to be good stewards of the 
earth’s resources.

“The Catholic conception of steward-
ship of the environment is also rooted in 
the dignity of the human person and his 
relationship with God. This relationship 
finds its origin for us, ‘in the beginning,’” 
the archbishop said, referencing Gene-
sis.

The focus on environmental stew-
ardship comes as the worldwide climate 
warms. The first 10 months of 2014 were 
the warmest since record keeping began 
in 1880, according to data compiled by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the World Meteoro-
logical Organization.

The year also saw the fossil fuel di-
vestment movement gain momentum as 
major organizations committed to with-
drawing funds from oil, coal and natural 
gas companies and partially reinvest in 
alternative and renewable energy firms.

Among those acting were the Mari-
anist-run University of Dayton in Ohio. 
The school’s board of trustees unani-
mously approved a plan to shift funds 
first from fossil fuel firms. The univer-
sity is believed to be the first Catholic 
higher education institution to under-
take such action.

“This really is a huge priority because 
of our religious convictions that this 
earth is a gift. We are meant to protect it 
and sustain it,” Marianist Father Martin 
Solma, provincial superior of the order’s 
U.S. province and vice chairman of the 
university’s board of trustees, told Cath-
olic News Service in June.

cLiMate 
change 

church heightens profile in 
its work on environment

MiddLe east 
Year marked by upheaval 
leaves millions suffering

CNS PHoTo/uMIT BeKTAS, ReuTeRS

Syrian refugees warm themselves around a fire dec. 3 in Ankara, Turkey. The civil war in Syria created what Antonio Guterres, the u.n. High Commissioner for Refugees, called “the defining humanitarian 
challenge of our times.” 

CNS PHoTo/eRIK S. LeSSeR, ePA

Tomas Martinez shouts into a megaphone during an immigration reform rally at the Atlanta City de-
tention Center in Atlanta nov. 21. The year 2014 brought potentially significant changes for millions of 
people who are in the united States illegally and either arrived here as minors or who have u.S. citizen 
or legal-resident children. 

CNS PHoTo/DeAN LewINS, ePA

Adelie penguins gather at the base of a memorial at Mawson’s Hut in Commonwealth bay, Antarctica, 
Jan. 16. no word has emerged on what Pope francis’ climate change and environmental degradation 
encyclical might say or when it would appear in 2015, but references by officials at the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Justice and Peace have pointed to a document that Catholics can apply in everyday life. 
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Un-
derscoring the geographical 
diversity of his selections, 
Pope Francis named 15 car-

dinal electors “from 14 nations of ev-
ery continent, showing the inseparable 
link between the church of Rome and 
the particular churches present in the 
world.”

In addition to 15 new electors, Pope 
Francis named five new cardinals who 
are over the age of 80 and, therefore, 
ineligible to vote in a conclave. Popes 
have used such nominations to honor 
churchmen for their scholarship or oth-
er contributions.

The pope announced the names 
Jan. 4, after praying the Angelus with a 
crowd in St. Peter’s Square, and said he 
would formally induct the men into the 
College of Cardinals Feb. 14.

With the list, the pope continues a 
movement he started with his first batch 
of appointments a year ago, giving grad-
ually more representation at the highest 
levels of the church to poorer countries 
in the global South. According to the 
Vatican spokesman, Jesuit Father Fed-
erico Lombardi, the new cardinals will 
include the first in history from Cape 
Verde, Tonga and Myanmar.

The Feb. 14 consistory will bring the 
total number of cardinals under the 
age of 80 to 125. Until they reach their 
80th birthdays, cardinals are eligible to 
vote in a conclave to elect a new pope. 
Blessed Paul VI limited the number of 
electors to 120, but later popes have oc-
casionally exceeded that limit.

Three of the new cardinal electors 
hail from Asia, three from Latin Amer-
ica, two from Africa and two from Oce-
ania.

Of the five Europeans on the list, 
three lead dioceses in Italy and Spain 
that have not traditionally had cardi-
nals as bishops — another sign of Pope 
Francis’ willingness to break precedent. 
While giving red hats to the archbishops 
of Ancona-Osimo and Agrigento, Italy, 
the pope will once again pass over the 
leaders of Venice and Turin, both histor-
ically more prestigious dioceses.

The continuing geographic shift is 
incremental in nature. With the new ap-
pointments, cardinals from Europe and 
North America will make up 56.8 per-
cent of those eligible to elect the next 
pope, down from 60 percent on Jan. 4.

The shift reflects the pope’s emphasis 
on Africa and Asia, where the church is 
growing fastest, and on his native region 
of Latin America, home to about 40 per-
cent of the world’s Catholics.

A number of the selections also re-
flect Pope Francis’ emphasis on social 

justice. The new Mexican cardinal leads 
a diocese that has been hard hit by the 
current wave of drug-related violence in 
his country.

And one of the Italian cardinals-         
designate, the archbishop of Agrigento 
in Sicily, leads the Italian bishops’ com-
mission on migration, an issue on which 
Pope Francis has placed particular im-
portance. In July 2013, the pope visit-
ed the southern Mediterranean island 
of Lampedusa, a major entry point for 
undocumented immigrants to Europe, 
and mourned the many who had died 
attempting to cross the sea.

Only one of the new cardinals, the 
head of the Vatican’s highest court, is a 
member of the church’s central admin-
istration, the Roman Curia, which cur-
rently accounts for about a quarter of all 
cardinal electors.

Announcing the appointments, Pope 
Francis noted that the ceremony to in-
duct the new cardinals will follow a two-
day meeting of the entire college, Feb. 12 
and 13, “to reflect on guidelines and pro-
posals for reform of the Roman Curia.”

The pope’s nine-member Council of 
Cardinals is currently working on a ma-
jor reform of the Vatican bureaucracy, 
including a new apostolic constitution 
for the curia.

Pope Francis said he had chosen 
to honor five retired bishops “distin-
guished for their pastoral charity in ser-
vice to the Holy See and the church,” 
representing “so many bishops who, 
with the same pastoral solicitude, have 
given testimony of love for Christ and 
the people of God, whether in particular 
churches, the Roman Curia or the diplo-
matic service of the Holy See.”

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The Vatican secretary of 
state said he expects Pope 
Francis to visit New York 

City and Washington, D.C., during his 
September trip to the United States.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, who as sec-
retary of state is considered the high-
est Vatican official under the pope, 
spoke to reporters Jan. 6, following a 
ceremony to dedicate a new building 
at the Pontifical North American Col-
lege, the U.S. seminary in Rome.

Asked if Pope Francis would visit 
the United Nations in New York in 
September, Cardinal Parolin replied: 
“I think so, I think so, but no official 
announcement has been done. But ev-
erybody is speaking of that.”

Asked if the same trip would in-
clude a visit to Washington, the car-
dinal replied: “Of course,” then added 
with a laugh, “but no official confir-
mation has been given.”

In November, Pope Francis con-
firmed reports that he would attend 
the World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia in September. So far, that 
is the only confirmed stop on what is 
expected to be a more extensive papal 
visit to North America.

The pope had already acknowl-
edged receiving invitations to Wash-
ington from President Barack Obama 
and the U.S. Congress, and to New 
York from the secretary-general of 
the U.N.

“Maybe the three cities together, 
no?” Pope Francis told reporters in 
August, adding that he could visit the 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico on the same trip — “but it is 
not certain.”

Cardinal Parolin was also asked 
about the pope’s decision not to cre-
ate any U.S. cardinals at a consistory 
Feb. 14, where most of the 15 new car-
dinal electors will hail from develop-
ing countries in the global South, in-
cluding several that have never been 
represented in the College of Cardi-
nals.

“The Holy Father wanted to give 
this broader sense of the universal-
ity of the church,” and so looked to 
dioceses that normally do not have a 
cardinal, he said. “It’s nothing against 
anybody, that is for sure.”

Pope names 15 new cardinal electors

THE nEw CARdinALS
• French Archbishop Dominique Mam-
berti, prefect of the apostolic Signa-
ture, 62.
• Portuguese Patriarch Manuel Jose 
macario do nascimento clemente of 
lisbon, 66.
• Ethiopian Archbishop Berhaneyesus 
Demerew Souraphiel of addis ababa, 66.
• New Zealand Archbishop John Dew of 
Wellington, 66.
• Italian Archbishop Edoardo Men-
ichelli of ancona-osimo, 75.
• Vietnamese Archbishop Pierre Nguy-
en van nhon of hanoi, 76.
• Mexican Archbishop Alberto Suarez 
Inda of morelia, who turns 76 jan. 30.
• Myanmar Archbishop Charles Bo of 
yangon, 66.
• Thai Archbishop Francis Xavier 
Kriengsak Kovithavanij of Bangkok, 65.
• Italian Archbishop Francesco Monte-
negro of agrigento, 68.
• Uruguayan Archbishop Daniel Fernan-
do Sturla Berhouet of montevideo, 55.
• Spanish Archbishop Ricardo Blazquez 
Perez of valladolid, 72.
• Spanish-born Panamanian Bishop 
jose luis lacunza maestrojuan of Da-
vid, 70.
• Cape Verdean Bishop Arlindo Gomes 
Furtado of Santiago de cabo verde, 65.
• Tongan Bishop Soane Mafi, 53.
• Colombian Archbishop Jose de Jesus 
Pimiento rodriguez, retired, of maniza-
les, who turns 96 Feb. 18.
• Italian Archbishop Luigi De Magistris, 
88, retired pro-major penitentiary at 
the vatican.
• German Archbishop Karl-Joseph Rau-
ber, 80, a former nuncio.
• Argentine Archbishop Luis Hector Vil-
lalba, retired, of tucuman, 80.
• Mozambican Bishop Julio Duarte Lan-
ga, retired, of Xai-Xai, 87. 

Vatican secretary 
of state expects 

pope to visit new 
York, washington

CNS PHoTo/KHAM, ReuTeRS

Archbishop Pierre nguyen van nhon of Hanoi, vietnam, waves in front of St. Joseph Cathedral after 
Pentecost Mass in this May 23, 2010, file photo. Archbishop van nhon, 76, was among the 20 new 
cardinals named by Pope francis Jan. 4. 



January
taize prayer will be held jan. 8 at 7 
p.m. in Annunciation Chapel on the 
campus of the motherhouse of the 
Sisters of charity of leavenworth, 

4200 S. 4th St., leavenworth. For more infor-
mation, visit the website at: www.marillac 
center.org or call (913) 680-2342.

the curé of ars Singles will host 
their winter wonderland dance 
on jan. 10 from 7:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
in the school cafeteria, 9401 

mission rd., leawood. the cost to attend 
is $15 at the door. For more information, 
call (913) 631-6873.

the january holy rosary rally in 
honor of our lady of Fatima will 
be held on jan. 11 from 3 - 4:15 
p.m. at St. Mary - St. Anthony 

Parish, 615 n. 7th St., Kansas city, Kan-
sas. For driving instructions or future 
dates for the Kansas city monthly holy 
rosary rallies, visit the website at: www.
rosaryrallieskc.org.

a Mass with prayers for healing, 
sponsored by archdiocesan char-
ismatic prayer groups, will be at 
7:30 p.m. on jan. 15 in the Father 

Burak Room at curé of ars Parish, 9401 
mission rd., leawood. Father john craig 
will preside. For more information, call 
(913) 649-2026.

the St. Philippine Duchesne 
Knights of columbus assembly 
2260 will host a winter formal 
on jan. 17 at the Church of the 

Ascension Parish hall, 9510 W. 127th St., 

overland Park, from 7 - 11 p.m. a prime rib 
dinner and drinks are included in the $25 
per person ticket price. Dj Phil jay will pro-
vide dance music for the evening. Dress 
will be: a dark suit and tie for gentlemen; 
tuxedo or social baldric for Sir Knights; 
and evening dresses or gowns for women. 
non-Knights and all Knights of any council 
or assembly are invited to this event. For 
information or to purchase tickets, con-
tact richard Witthar at (913) 897-7227 or 
send an email to: rwwjaw@everestkc.net.

a memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be at 8 a.m. on jan. 17 at Curé 
of Ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood. 
Following the mass, the bereavement 
ministry will have its monthly support 
meeting in the Father Burak room. For 
more information call (913) 649-2026.

the 5th annual give ’N’ get Coat 
and Shoe exchange will take 
place at Prince of Peace Church 
cafeteria, 16000 W 143rd St., 

olathe, on jan. 18 from 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
enter in doors on lower level parking lot 
on the southwest corner of the church. 
all are welcome to come and receive free 
winter coats, shoes, hats, gloves, scarves, 
blankets and purses or bring in your old 
items and exchange for newer ones.

“Take Control of your Financ-
es and Reach your goals” will 
be presented by Keeler Wom-
en’s Center, 2220 central ave., 

Kansas city, Kansas, in partnership with 
heartland habitat for humanity, on jan. 
21. a light supper will be served at 5:30 
p.m., followed by the workshop from 6 - 
7:30 p.m. call (913) 906-8990 or register 
on-line at: www.keelerwomenscenter.org.

Suicide grips hearts and minds 
with a vice that will not let go, 
and with feelings of overwhelm-
ing sadness, grief and loss. join 

certified grief counselor Sister loretta 
mcGuire, oSB, for “living With the grief 
of Suicide” on jan. 22 from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 
S. 8th St., atchison. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or vis-
it Sophia Spirituality center’s website at:                                                          
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.com.

the Knights of columbus coun-
cil 12960 is sponsoring a winter 
blood drive from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
on jan. 24 in Holy Family Hall at 

corpus christi Parish, 6001 Bob Billings 
Pkwy., lawrence. make an appointment 
online at: www.savealifenow.org and en-
ter sponsor code: knightsofcolumbus/ 
12960. For more information, contact rick 
Kuhle by email at: rickuhle@yahoo.com or 
call (785) 229-5897.

the Knights of columbus council 1913 
is sponsoring a trivia night fundrais-
er on jan. 24 in the parish center at St. 
Paul Parish, olathe. the event will begin 
at 7 p.m., with the doors opening at 6:30 
p.m.  Proceeds will benefit Knights’ pro-
life efforts in Kansas. the cost to attend 
is $100 for a table of eight or $12.50 per 
person. the event will also include raffles, 
door prizes and prizes for the top teams. 
For details and reservations, contact chris 
Dieterman at (913) 780-6428.

Get a close-up look at the ministry of Wy-
andotte Pregnancy clinic and the variety 
of volunteer opportunities available 
on jan. 24 from 10 a.m. - noon at Wyan-
dotte Pregnancy clinic, 3021 n. 54th St., 

Kansas city, Kansas. a light lunch will be 
served. rSvP to leslie at least 3 days in 
advance by calling (913) 634-5579, (913) 
287-8287, or send an email to: volunteer@
wpcnetwork.org.

St. Pius X’s third annual chili 
cook-off will be held jan. 31. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. in Kelly 
Hall, 5500 Woodson, mission. 

come taste different chilis, enjoy a chili 
dinner, and play texas hold ’em after the 
dinner. the cost to attend is $5 at the 
door, which includes tasting, dinner, and 
one drink ticket.

February
St. Mary Church, St. Benedict, 
will host a Soup-R-Bowl Sunday 
lunch from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on 

Feb. 1. homemade chili, chicken noodle 
and vegetable beef soups will be served 
with relishes and pie. the cost to attend is 
a freewill offering. all are welcome.

If you have been wounded by separation 
or divorce, take advantage of the healing 
tool known as the Catholic Divorce Sur-
vival guide, created by rose Sweet. this 
is an 10-week group which begins Feb. 
10 at Prince of Peace Parish, 16000 W. 
143rd St., olathe. class starts at 6:15 p.m. 
in the marian room in the school build-
ing. the cost to attend is $50 per per-
son, which includes a personal survival 
guide and all materials for the 10 weeks. 
Find comfort and counsel consistent with 
catholic teachings. the group is led by 
experienced facilitators. to enroll or for 
more information, call julie Knoche at 
(913) 710-7083. 
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

eMPLoyMeNT
Principal - John Paul II School, overland Park, has an 
opening for principal beginning in the 2015-16 school 
year. John Paul II currently has an enrollment of 245 and 
employs 22 teachers in grades pre-K through 8th. The 
school is sponsored by 2 parishes, Queen of the Holy Ro-
sary, overland Park, and St. Pius, Mission, and is governed 
by a board of trustees. Applicants for principal must be 
practicing Catholics, understand the mission of Catholic 
education, and have or be eligible for Kansas licensure in 
educational leadership. Please send resume and creden-
tials to: Superintendent Dr. Kathleen A. o’Hara, Catholic 
School office, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109. 
Review of applications will begin immediately. Deadline 
for applications is Jan. 12. 

President - Kuemper Catholic School System, Carroll, 
Iowa, is a pre-K to 12th-grade school system with 1,000 
students and is conducting a search for the position of 
president for the 2015-2016 school year. The successful 
candidate must be an active participating Catholic who 
has the ability to support the religious and academic mis-
sion of the Kuemper Catholic School System. To apply for 
the position, visit the website at: www.scdioceseschools.
org/jobs. Questions regarding this position can be sent to 
the Diocese of Sioux City office of education at (712) 233-
7527. This position will remain open until filled, and com-
pensation is commensurate with experience.

Assistant superintendent - The Diocese of wichita is seek-
ing an exceptional individual to serve as assistant superinten-
dent. This individual will assist the diocesan superintendent 
in providing guidance and consultation to principals, pastors, 
and parents over a broad range of issues dealing with student 
services. This individual may also assist in matters regarding 
the management, direction, and supervision of all school op-
erations. The following are requirements: Practicing Catholic 
in good standing and an active steward in one’s parish. Mas-
ter’s degree and a properly endorsed Kansas teaching license 
(ideally, building and district leadership). experience as a 
Catholic school administrator (preferably K-12). Knowledge 
of state and federal educational programs, statutes and ac-
creditation requirements and best practices for serving stu-
dents with disabilities. Must be comfortable in dealing with 
conflict, capable of mentoring principals and willing to follow 
the principle of subsidiarity. Must be willing to travel to dioc-
esan schools and institutions and work occasional nights and 
weekends. Must be knowledgeable about intercultural rela-
tionships (Spanish language fluency helpful). Salary and ben-
efits will be commensurate with education and experience. 
Please email a cover letter and resume with references and 
salary requirements to Therese Seiler at: seilert@catholicdio 
ceseofwichita.org on or before noon, Jan. 20.

Sales professionals - we respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. we only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. Must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

financial representatives - Due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. we provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka Blvd., To-
peka, KS 66612.  

Accountant position - Catholic Cemeteries of Northeast 
Kansas has an immediate opening for a part-time accoun-
tant position. The accountant will assist with month end 
closing activities, balance sheet account reconciliations, 
account analysis, as well as manage the external audit of 
financial statements. Position requires a bachelor’s degree 
with emphasis in accounting, 3 + years’ experience in cor-
porate general accounting, 1 - 2 years’ public accounting 
experience preferred. Qualified individuals should email 
cover letter and resume to: svallejo@cathcemks.org or 
mail to Catholic Cemeteries, Attn: Sharon vallejo, P.o. Box 
2327, Kansas City, KS 66110.

villa St. francis - A Catholic community that provides 
long-term care, short-term rehabilitation and memory 
care. we are currently recruiting for: Full-time/part-time 
LPNs; full-time/part-time CNAs; PRN housekeepers; part-
time laundry aides; part-time dietary aides; full-time 
maintenance. Competitive wages, benefits package, col-
laborative work environment, eoe. Please apply in person 
at 16600 w. 126th St., olathe, KS 66062. 

Assistant superintendent - The Diocese of Sioux City, 
Iowa, is conducting a search for the position of assis-
tant superintendent for the 2015-2016 school year. The 
Diocese of Sioux City, located in northwest Iowa, serves 
6,000+ students in over 30 schools. The successful                  

candidate must be an active participating Catholic with 
the ability to support the religious and academic mission 
of the diocesan Catholic schools. In addition, the assis-
tant superintendent must have the ability to develop 
and sustain relationships with a variety of community 
members, including parents, students, staff, donors and 
clergy. In conjunction with the diocesan superintendent, 
the successful candidate will provide guidance in the ar-
eas of Catholic identity, academics, finance, governance 
and enrollment management to all diocesan schools. 
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic in good standing with 
the Catholic Church. At least five years of experience in 
teaching, administrative and supervisory experience at 
the pre-K to 12 level or equivalent experience in business 
or professional settings. Superintendent certificate from 
an accredited university preferred. Available to begin po-
sition on July 1. To apply for the position, visit the website 
at: www.scdioceseschools.org/jobs. Questions regarding 
this position can be sent to the Diocese of Sioux City office 
of education at (712) 233-7527. This position will remain 
open until filled, and compensation is commensurate with 
experience.

Retreat team missionaries - Prairie Star Ranch, a retreat 
center and home of Camp Tekakwitha, is now accepting 
applications for the 2015-16 retreat team. every year, 
these retreat teamers help thousands to encounter Christ, 
facilitating high adventure catechesis and Catholic forma-
tion for the youth and families of northeast Kansas. our 
retreat team members are an immeasurable resource in 
program development and hospitality services, witness-
ing to Christian charity in their daily responsibilities. The 
ideal candidate is a faithful and motivated leader with a 
desire to serve, seeking to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and pass on our Catholic faith to the youth and families 
of our ministry. we are seeking recent college graduates 
with a heart for sharing Christ in both bold and small ways, 
who come from a variety of backgrounds and talents, and 
who want to bring about the new evangelization. Candi-
dates should have fervor for preaching the Gospel in ev-
eryday life, be a practicing Catholic in good standing with 
the church, thirst for bringing souls to know and love Jesus 
Christ, desire spiritual and communal growth, and have an 
undergraduate degree. More information on the position 
and the application can be found online at: www.archkck.
org/retreatteam. If there are further inquiries, you may 
contact the Prairie Star Ranch director, Gregory wellnitz, 
at (785) 746-5693.

Position - Articulate, organized systems-driven person 
for 20 hours per week to start. Full-time potential for right 
person. Candidate needs to know Microsoft word, Pow-
erPoint and excel. Must also have good organizational, 
telephone and communication skills and social media 
proficiency. Position includes client follow-up systems, 
marketing creation, copywriting. Please send resume by 
email to: cindy@cindydteam.com, outlining qualifications 
and compensation expectations and resume.

SeRvICeS
Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 

south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Housecleaning - Professional, thorough housecleaning. 
Competitive pricing. Flexible scheduling. 25 plus years of 
experience. Johnson County, Shawnee, overland Park, and 
wyandotte County areas. Call Shelly at (913) 206-2680. 
Please leave a message.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. we moved! 
Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

for Quickbooks Help
Call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

Tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

Agua fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

House and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of 
Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call (913) 
544-6982.

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an 
email to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

HoMe IMPRoveMeNT
The drywall doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! we fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. we provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home 
problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of Peace, 
olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 days. 
Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive prices, 
dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 962-
5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

detail construction and remodeling - we offer a full line 
of home remodeling services. Don’t move — remodel! 
Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 709-8401. 

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Swalms Organizing and downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or tak-
en for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after photos, 
visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 years of or-
ganizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at (913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining walls, 
footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and 

hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; references. 
Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 

dandeeconst@aol.com.

Home improvements - Thank you to all my customers for 
being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver transplant. 
If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t hesi-
tate to call. we do windows, siding, doors, decks, exterior 
painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or too small. 
Call Joshua Doherty at (913) 709-7230.

EL SOL y LA  TiERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

nELSOn CREATiOnS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Hon-
ey-Do List, HvAC and windows. FRee estimates. Member 
of Holy Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

Adept Home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

CAReGIvING
Looking for high quality home care? - whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
Our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. we are family-owned, with offices in 
Lenexa and Lawrence. Call benefits of Home - Senior 
Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - we provide personal assistance, companion-

ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
we also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medical 
care and household management experience. Live-in con-
sidered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experience. 
Call (913) 579-5276.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides TLC 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. Nonsmoker. Call 
(816) 806-8104.

FoR SALe
for sale - At Mount Calvary Cemetery. Tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. Call Marcie at (913) 712-8124.

for sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the Ascension, overland Park. Call 
(913) 400-3236.

Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

wANTeD To Buy
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

AnTiQuES wAnTEd - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

vACATIoN
2015 spring break resort condo - Close to all orlando 
attractions, including Disney world, universal Studios, and 
Sea world. March 14-21, 2015. 2 BR sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. Call (816) 
716-4676.

ReAL eSTATe
for sale - 4212 victory Dr., Kansas City, Kansas. 2 BR, fin-
ished attic/basement. Garage. excellent at $49,500. Call 
(913) 334-0124.

wanted to buy: I NeeD HouSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. we 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.  

MISCeLLANeouS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 

buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327
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Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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Throughout the 
ages, washing 
with water often 
has symbolically 

represented spiritual purifi-
cation. 

That is why the Hindus 
in India bathe in the Ganges 
River. That is why Muslims 
perform ritual ablutions at a 
fountain in the entrance to 
the mosque. And that is why 
John the Baptist was bap-
tizing people in the Jordan 
River. Even Jesus took part, 
in order to provide us an 
example. We celebrate that 
event this Sunday, the feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord.

In Sunday’s first reading, 
Is 55:1-11, the prophet issues 
an invitation to God’s grace: 
“All you who are thirsty, 
come to the water!” 

To our ears, this invita-
tion easily points to bap-

tism. The prophet’s words 
emphasize the gratuity of 
God’s grace, symbolized 
by food and drink. It is 
provided at no cost: “You 
who have no money, come, 
receive grain and eat; come, 
without paying and without 
cost, drink wine and milk!” 
It only requires our recep-
tiveness: “Listen, that you 
may have life.”

The prophet recogniz-
es the vast distance that 
separates us from God: “For 
my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord. 
As high as the heavens are 
above the earth so high are 
my ways above your ways 
and my thoughts above your 
thoughts.” These words 
emphasize God’s tran-
scendence, the difference 
between us and God.

Despite God’s distance 
from us on a metaphysical 
level, God’s compassion 
overcomes that obstacle. 
Just as rain and snow are 
able to bridge the gap be-
tween heaven and earth, so 
also God’s mercy is able to 
reach us and bring us life. 
That is what God tells us 
through the prophet:

“For just as from the 

heavens the rain and snow 
come down and do not 
return there till they have 
watered the earth, making 
it fertile and fruitful, giving 
seed to the one who sows 
and bread to the one who 
eats, so shall my word be 
that goes forth from my 
mouth; my word shall not 
return to me void, but shall 
do my will, achieving the 
end for which I sent it.” 

Consequently, God’s 
word always proves effec-
tive, because it brings us life 
and mercy. As we celebrate 
this feast of the Lord’s bap-
tism, we remember our own 
baptism, in which God first 
extended to us the offer of 
grace. We ponder the signif-
icance of that gift and thank 
God for making it available 
to us. 

Don’t you love 
January? It’s when 
some of the best TV 
comedies are aired. 

They’re called “weight-loss 
commercials.” 

In one, I discovered that 
it’s possible to lose over 100 
pounds in less than a year. All 
is takes is “just 30 minutes 
a day, three times a week.” 
To the intended audience — 
flabby, sedentary folks like 
me — it sounds tempting . 
. . until you realize just how 
looooooooonnnnnnngggggg 
30 straight minutes of exercise 
is. For some of us, walking 
into the kitchen from the TV 
room to get another bowl of 
ice cream gets us winded.

In case you haven’t 
guessed, I had a bit of time 
to watch some TV over the 
Christmas holidays. Years ago, 
I came across a list of “things 
that only happen in the mov-
ies and TV.” I’ve found that 
they’re just as true today as 
they were back them. Here are 
a few examples:

• All grocery shopping bags 
contain at least one stick of 
French bread.

• The Eiffel Tower can be 
seen from any window in 
Paris.

• A man will show no pain 
while taking the most fero-
cious beating, but he’ll wince 
when a woman tries to clean 
his wounds.

• One man shooting at 20 

has a better chance of killing 
them all than 20 men firing at 
one.

• Cars that crash will al-
most always burst into flames.

• You can always park di-
rectly outside the building you 
are visiting.

• On a police stakeout, 
the action will only start 
when food is being eaten 
and scalding hot coffees are 
perched precariously on the 
dashboard.

• If a microphone is turned 
on, it will immediately feed 
back.

• Any lock can be picked by 
a credit card or paper clip in 
seconds — unless it’s the door 
to a burning building with a 
child trapped inside. Then the 
door must be knocked down, 
usually with just one kick.

• The ventilation system 
of any building is the perfect 
hiding place. Nobody will 
ever think of looking for you 

in there and you can travel to 
any other part of the building 
undetected.

• All bombs are fitted with 
electronic timing devices 
with large red readouts so you 
know exactly when they will 
go off. 

• Medieval peasants had 
perfect teeth.

• A single match is usually 
sufficient to light up a room 
the size of a football stadium. 

• If you decide to start 
dancing in the street, every-
one you bump into will know 
all the steps.

• It doesn’t matter if you 
are heavily outnumbered in 
a fight involving martial arts; 
your enemies will politely 
wait to attack you one by one, 
dancing around in a threat-
ening manner until you have 
knocked out their predeces-
sors.

So, I guess this means that 
you can’t believe everything 
that you see on TV. But, deep 
down, don’t we want to? We 
want to believe that excess 
pounds will magically melt 
away or that we’ll always find 
a perfect spot to park, espe-
cially when we’re running late.

But real life isn’t like that, 
particularly when we’re striv-
ing to change for the better — 
from losing weight to quitting 
a bad habit to organizing our 
home. It’s hard work, plain 
and simple. It demands clarity 
of vision, commitment and 

sacrifice. It means leaving our 
comfort zones. That’s why it’s 
indispensible to have a lot of 
encouragement and support 
from others . . . and maybe 
even a partner or two to 
“share our pain.” 

If this is true for things in 
our physical world, it’s even 
more the case when it comes 
to our faith life, to growing in 
holiness. There’s no holiness 
“pill” that we can take to mag-
ically transform into saints. 
There’s no special place to 
travel where we can simply 
exchange our hardened hearts 
for compassionate ones. Holi-
ness is a commitment that we 
have to pursue day after day. 
It means saying no to selfish-
ness and yes to generosity; 
it means forsaking time on 
Facebook or gaming to spend 
devoted time with God and 
family; it means being avail-
able and responsive to folks 
we may not want to associate 
with. 

No, this type of life exercise 
isn’t easy, but it’s definitely 
worthwhile. It’s not something 
that you can do 30 minutes a 
day, three times a week; it’s a 
24/7 vocation. 

But, unlike a quick fix that 
doesn’t last, a holy life and 
its effects will endure — far 
beyond our time here on this 
earth. 

 Now, that’s something you 
truly can believe.
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Father 
MARK GoLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK My wORdS

baptism is the Lord’s first offer to us of his grace

Father MIKe STuBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
university.

in THE bEGinninG

SCRiPTuRE REAdinGS

FIRST weeK oF oRDINARy TIMe

Jan . 11
THe BAPTISM oF THe LoRD
Is 55: 1-11
(Ps) Is 12: 2-3, 4bcd, 5-6
1 Jn 5: 1-9
Mk 1: 7-11

Jan. 12
Monday
Heb 1: 1-6
Ps 97: 1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9
Mk 1: 14-20

Jan. 13
Hilary, bishop, doctor of the church
Heb 2: 5-12
Ps 8: 2ab, 5-9
Mk 1: 21-28

Jan. 14
wednesday
Heb 2: 14-18
Ps 105: 1-4, 6-9
Mk 1: 29-39

Jan. 15
Thursday
Heb 3: 7-14
Ps 95: 6-7c, 8-11
Mk 1: 40-45

Jan. 16
Friday
Heb 4: 1-5, 11
Ps 78: 3, 4bc, 6c-8
Mk 2: 1-12

Jan. 17
Anthony, abbot
Heb 4: 12-16
Ps 19: 8-10, 15
Mk 2: 13-17

POPE fRAnCiS
Becoming a mother or father is a gift from 

God, but women and men have a duty to em-
brace that gift and be astonished by its beauty, 
Pope Francis said. When people recognize that 
every child is unique and wanted by God, they 
will be “amazed by what a great miracle a child 
is,” he said Dec. 28, the feast of the holy Family. 
During an audience with an Italian association 

for large families, the pope said, “Dear parents, 
I am grateful for the example of your love of life 
that you safeguard from conception to its nat-
ural end, even with all of life’s difficulties and 
burdens, which unfortunately the government 
doesn’t always help you bear.” 

the pope greeted the multiple generations 
present at the audience, who came from all 
over Italy, as well as other parts of europe, and 
asked them how early they had to get up that 

morning to get to the vatican. “Six o’clock? Five 
o’clock? aren’t you tired? Well, I’ll put you to 
sleep with my speech!” he joked. holding the 
holy Family of jesus, mary and joseph up as a 
model for all the world’s families, the pope said, 
“maternity and paternity are a gift from God, 
but welcoming that gift, being astonished by 
its beauty and making it shine in society, that 
is your task.”

— CNS

It must be true; it was on TV



By Caitlin Thornbrugh
Special to The Leaven

F
rom miniature golf 
to dodgeball, young 
Catholic adults are 
heeding the call 
to “Come out ’n’ 
play!” with Catholic 
Challenge Sports, a 
fast-growing phe-

nomenon in the Greater Kansas City 
area.

Elizabeth Gaffney, an RN in the 
surgical intensive care unit at KU 
Medical Center in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, signed up for a CCS softball team 
three years ago . . . and has been par-
ticipating ever since. She is now a 
board member in charge of commu-
nity outreach. 

 “I was just kind of in that place in 
life where I was going to church on 
Sundays, but was looking for more of 
a Catholic community,” said Gaffney. 
“I just had this real desire to get in-
volved, but it’s hard on a parish lev-
el when you’re not married and you 
don’t have any kids.”

Gaffney joined CCS with her sis-
ter, not knowing what to expect. But 
they both had positive experiences 
on and off the field. 

“People couldn’t have been nicer,” 
said Gaffney. “Everyone was always 
going to do something afterward — 
whether it was going to get ice cream 
or go grab a drink.” 

While playing, Gaffney made 
some of her closest friends. And her 
sister met her fiance on the first team 
she played for. 

Since joining CCS, Gaffney has 
played pretty much every sport of-
fered — dodgeball, kickball, flag foot-
ball and sand volleyball. 

 “It was just really great to have 
this group of people who you could 
tell really loved their faith and real-
ly had a desire to meet people where 
they’re at,” said Gaffney. 

Catholic Challenge Sports is man-
aged entirely by young adult vol-
unteers — this includes everything 
from the board members to the ref-
erees running the sidelines at games. 

Newly elected CCS president Eric 
Wombwell, a clinical assistant pro-
fessor at the University of Missouri–
Kansas City, had a similar reason for 
joining. 

“I was going through a period of 
time where I just needed people to 
support me in my faith,” said Womb-
well. 

Wombwell signed up as an indi-
vidual in 2012, and now has partici-
pated in every sport CCS offers. He 
loves the competition of intermural 
sports, as well as the ministry. 

“I see what it’s done for my life, 
and that’s what makes me stay in-
volved — the potential to do that for 
someone else,” he said. 

CCS was founded in 2007 by a 
group of people who began getting 
together for pickup games. Now, 
there are approximately 100 young 
adults participating in every sport 
the league offers. 

Participants must be 21 years old 
to play, and the approximate cutoff is 
40, with exceptions for longtime par-
ticipants who want to stay involved. 

“We want to make sure we’re serv-
ing the appropriate community and 

living out our mission as well,” said 
Gaffney. 

It costs players about $25 per 
sport, with scholarships available for 
those who need them. Any leftover 
money is given back to a charitable 
organization. 

Each sport is coed, with specific 
rules to ensure women receive equal 
playing time. 

“I’ve always felt comfortable play-
ing on every team that I’m on and 
knowing that no one’s going to be up-
set with me if I drop the ball or don’t 
make a play or get out,” said Gaffney.

The organization combines sports 
and spirituality. Though most play-
ers are Catholic, anyone is welcome 
to join. Several participants have 
joined the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults program after playing on a 
team through CCS. 

Teams pray before games and are 
invited to participate in a Holy Hour 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

“I think young adults are just 
starving for community, and that’s 
how I felt when I first started,” said 
Gaffney. “This is something I’ve nev-
er been a part of or been able to see 
before.”

Catholic Challenge Sports has 
grown rapidly over the past two 
years. 

“It’s been really awesome to see 
it from where they almost couldn’t 
have a softball season, to this last 
year [when] we had to cut off regis-
tration early because we didn’t have 
enough field space,” said Gaffney. 

This growth is attributed to sim-
ple word-of-mouth. 

“The more people are involved 
they love it and invite more people 
in,” said Gaffney. “They’re just excit-
ed about it and keep coming back for 
more and bringing their friends with 
them.”

Catholic Challenge Sports also 
has one-day events and gatherings 
for young adults who can’t commit 
to a whole season or who aren’t in-
terested in competitive athletics. 
Wombwell is incredibly welcoming 
of newcomers.

 “If people are on the fence as to 
whether or not to play in a league 
— just give it a try. It won’t be some-
thing you regret doing,” he said.  

For more information about CCS 
and a calendar of events, go to its 
website at: kccatholicchallenge.com.

Game on
catholic challenge sports helps build fellowship in the young adult community

Catholic Challenge Sports offers a wide 
range of sports for young adults. Above, 
Alex binder releases a pitch in softball. be-
low, Jessica vignery fields the ball during a 
game of kickball.
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Catholic Challenge 
Sports 2015 Calendar

• Dodgeball: Jan. 10 - Feb. 28
• Kickball: March 21 - May 2
• Softball: May 8 - June 26
• Sand volleyball: July 8 - Aug. 19
• Flag football: Sept. 19 - Nov. 7

1-day events:
• Mini-golf: June 27
• Indoor volleyball tournament: 
nov. 21


